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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ARAB WORLD

LEADING T0 NEUTRALISM

iely

The Arab League states are at present split
on the guestion of Arab poliey toward the bi-polar
world, Iraq early in 1955 cast ite lot with the
West, through the Turkish-Iragl Pact. ZEgypt, Saudi
Arabla and Syris declined such an association in
favor of an Aradb pact free from foreign alignments.
Lebanon and Jordan remain uncommditted,

Continved Arab suspiclon of Western intentlons
in the Aradb world, lack of full appreclation of the
danger Communism poses to Arad instituiions and Arab
tradition, and Commmist activities in the Arab world
sre principally responsible for the present diversi-
fied Areb attitudes toward Esst and West, However,
inter-Arsb rivalries also prevent the establishment
of a common Arsb policy.

I. Events Affecting Arsb-West Nelations

A, Origins of Arab Nationallem

The "Arab Awakening," brought to life simultaneously with the "Young
Turks® revolution of 1908 by Arabic-speaking Christians and Muslims,
imitiaily began as a movement for revival of Arsb soclety within the
framework of the Ottoman Empire, The liberal revolution of the "Young
Turks" envisasged the subject pecples fully equal with the Turks, It
was enthusiasticdlly supported by the Arablc~speaking population. But
Turkish nationalism proved stronger than liberalism, and Turkish
anthorities gradually became more arbitrary and oppressive than the
old had ever bsen in their relations with thelr non-Turkish subjects,
The growth of Turkish nationalism was matched by that of Arab nationalism
and Ypan-Arabism," 2 movement aligned with modern nationalism and rooted
in the Arab past.

B, World War I Developments

in World War I, Arad né.tionalists east of the Suez Canal deserted
Turkey for the Allies t0 free themmelves of Turkish despotism, Led by
Sharif Husayn, the sharif of Mecca and head of the Hashimite family, they
fought actively with British expeditionary forces in the vPalestine—Syria
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dessrt Tfront. The conglusion of the conflict brought the finsl dis-
integration of the Ottoman Fapire and the occupation of its Arsh
territory north of Hijaz and Najd by British, Arab and finally French
forces.

The occupled territory was divided in 1920 into mandated states under
France and Britain, despite the British promise %o uphold the independence
of the Arab region within the fromtier proposed by Sharif Husayn., France
received Syria and Lebanon, and the British received Irag, East Jordan
and Palestine,

In Fgypt (nominally a part of the Ottoman Empire, but actually
wndor British occupation rule since 1882), nationalist elements refused
40 eooperate with British ocoupation forces, In 191k when the Ottoman
Fupire declared its ammed neubrality in the Eurcpean conflict, the
British suthorities found it necessary to declare martial law, abolish
the khedival# set-up and make Egypt a British protectorats, In 1922,
following continued nationalist resistance, the British Government granted
Egypt ite independence, but on terms which preserved for Oreat Britain
final control of Egyptian policy--ressrving decisions or; geourity,
imperial communications, defense, forelgn interests and minorities and
the Sudan, pending a final agreement,
€, Pest-War I Developments

irab nationalism, which during World War I spuwrned the Turkish
sponsored "pan-Islamisn® and "Jihad” (struggle azgainst the infidels),
thus became the Arab formuls for resistance to Western penetration and
domination. The enauing struggle brought several revolts against British
and French rule and won gome of the Arab states part of thelr national
demands, after the local governments agrsed to grant the oceupying

powers long term concessions,

# From the Persian titls Fkhedive™ {ruler}, bestowed in 1867 by the
Turkish Sublime Porte on Ismatil Pagha {grandson of Muhammad ALi,
and then governor general of the seml-autonomous Ottoman province
af Egypt) and his direct successors. The bestowal was made in
rocognition of two actions made by Isma’ il Pasha in 1866 exten-
eion of military aid to Turkish forces, hard pressed by Cretan
insurgents, and reieing the Egyptian annual tribute to the Sublime
Porte from 307,000 to 720,000 Turkish pounds,

o
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On 16 November 1932 the Iragl parliament ratified a new Anglo-Iragi
treaty through wi:ich Irag became an independent state, Irag, however,
had to sceept certain British reservations: free disposition of the
resources of Irag in the event of war and permanent use of the air
bases,

On 26 August 1936 Ecypt concluded a treaty with Oreat Britain
revising the 1922 treaty. The treaty was ratified by the Egyptian
pariiament on 15 and 18 November and by the British parliament on
2l and 25 November, It eliminated the military occupation of Egypt by
British combat forces, except for 10,000 troops in t?;e coastal zone to
defend the Susz Canal, In recognition of the ebsolute sovereignty of
Bgypt, Britain was to be represented in Cairo by an ambassaior, wio was
to be accorded precedence over the representatives of other powers.
Britain was to sponsor Egypt's entry into the lLeague of Nations.

Both countries bound themselves not to enter into any relations with
other countries detrimental to their alliance, Egypt bound herself %o
place all the resources of the couniry at the disposal of Britain in time
of war and, if necessary, to introduce martial law and censorship. Igypt
wag to build up her reilway network at the points regarced by Britain as
strategic, Without prejudice to the question of sovareif@ty the admiri-
stration of the Sudan remained in the hands of the governor-gencral, to
be appointed by Britain to whom the Egyptian troops in ths Sudan also
ware subject. gﬁL Sed an

The immigration of Egyptiana/ was to be limlted only for resasons of
public security and health. Britain declared her readiness to support
Egypt in the abolition of capitulations, with the ultimate object of
dissclving mixed courts as well. The treaty was initially concluded for
20 years, after which any cifferences were to be submitted to the Council
of the League of Nations.

On 2 September 1936 Syria concluded a treaty with France granting
Syris its independence., " France, however, was permitted to maintsin one
garrigon each in Hewran and Latakia provinces and two permasnent air bases.
The treaty, which was not to enter into effect for three years, was never

ratified by ihe French parliament.

=

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500040002-8



Approved For Release«999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771 Rg»00500040002-‘:8

On 13 Rovember 1935 Lebanon concluded with France a treaty similar
to the Syrian treaty, It was not ratified by the French parliament
either, however,

B, Horid War 1T

The cutbreak of World War II found articulate Arabs divided in
thelr attitude toward the Allies and the Axis, Appeals for revenge,
eoupled with indtlal vietories secored by ithe Axis, caused some of the
extreme nationalists and a number of opportunist peliticiane to side
openly against the Allies, Other nationglist elements, hawing secured
promiges of independence after the war found cooperation with the ocecupye
ing povers expedient. Iwring the last phasss of the war pressure from
the US and the UK brought Syria and Lebanon their independence from

France.

4&3 development removed much of the imbedded Arab suspicion of
Western designs on their reglon and gave impetus to other Arab siales
seeking revision of thelr treaties with the UK, Their roles in Syria
and Lebanon brought the US and the UK a high degree of popularity in the
Arab World for a time.

E., Developments after World Wer IT

Postuer treaty nogotiations between the UK and fgypt, Irag and East
Jordan proved tc a certain extent fruitless., While East Jordan accepted
the British terms, Irag and Egypt balked, bending &e public clamor for
uneconditional evacvation of UK forces,

Subsequently, the generally unfriendly Western {ineluding Communist)
spproach to Arab aspirations in Palestine in 1947, the Arab-Zionist war
and the debacle of Arab armies and the egtablishment of the staite of
Isracl exacerbated a situation already chsrged by Arab diplomatic failure.

Zsnophobla, originally restricted to fundamentaliet Muslims, who have
alvays rejected the HWest and everything Wesicrn, began to find subscribers
among frustrated nstlonalists. Muslim political-religious movements,
such 43 the Muslim Brotherhood, found new adberents end mushroomed tiwoughw
out the Arsb East, challenging established political parties,
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Nationalist parties, formed and led by individuals most of whom
had been educated in Western-directad institutions, also found it
expedient o ride the tide and adopt a hostile attitude toward the
West. Local govermments, superfieclally orpanised along Western lines
and controlled by old-line politicians, had either to give in to the
waves of antl-Westemism or to face the wrath of angry street mobs in
urban centera, Foliticians who maintained their moderation became
diseredi ted.

F. The Cold War

In 1548 the cold war ushered in a period novel to the Arabe in
their nascent history. The Western world, hitherto inited against the
Arab position in Palestine, was divided into two blocs, each vying for
supremacy. To both, the Arab world was a strateglc area worthy of
contyrol, To the Aradb world in gemeral nelther bloc was attractive,
The Arabs believed they could take advantage of the new situation %o
sohieve the aspirations they had failed to realize by diplomagy or
force.

¥he Westem bloc, represented by the UK, was in possession of a
number of military bases and facilities in the Arsb East. It also had
Pinding mutnal defense treaties with Egypt, Irag and Jordan, Aware of
mounting Arad resentment againet the presence of foreign troope, the
West becams anxious to arrive at settlements with local governmente,
without prejudicing its rights to the bases in time of war., Az a
cordition for replacement of the treaties, held obsolets by the Arab
states, 1t proposed that the Arab states, singly or collectively, jJoin
& regional defense arrangement committed to the West. To allay Arab
suaploion, the Wost attempted to expose the real intentions of Come
mmiem and the threat it peses to defenscless nations,

The Communist bloc was at an over-all disadvantage in the Arsb
world, without bases there and without appesl to the tradition-bound
Arabs., Its wnsympathetic attitude toward Arab aspirations in Palestine
in 1947 and 1948 caunsed even the Utoplans among the Arabs to doubt the
singerity of Communist governments and their declared intentions. local
Communist partles were weak and ineffective.

The Communist bloc saw in the bases an obstacle to its long range
sbjectives inv the area. It contended that Western bases and Westerne
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promoted regional alliances in the Near East were a direct threat to
4{ts mecurity. 7o remove this obstacle and threat it embarked on a
sampaign designed to deny the Arab world to the West. I charged that
the bases were means through which Westemn imperialism has managed to
perpetuate its sxploitation of the whole region. It also dencunced
regional defemse schemes as Westermn consplracies aimed at invelwing
the Ared nations in a catastrophic war. To comnter Western charges
that Communism was not compatible with Islam, the USSR protested that
wmder 1ts rule Muslim subjects have continued to enjoy mnrestricted
religious freedom and that Western charges were wnfounded. To lend
force %o this clalm it invited at variovs intervals a number of Muslim
leaders to viglt the Soviet Union to observe the condition of its
Mpslim citizens, It also permitted a 1liwmited number of Muslim leaders
from Central Asla to perform their pilgrimage to Mecca.

In the politicsl, economic and eultural fields the Soviet govermment
and 1its satellites opened an offensive almed at winning the Arab peoplss.
Czechoglovakia allowed certain Arab governments to purchase a 1imited
number of small amms and ammunition, and the USSR intimated on sevoral
eccasions its willingness to supply Egypt's and Syriats military needs,
under certaln conditions., In the UN the USSR altered 1tz position to
favor the Areb point of view in Arab-Israell disputes. Cormunlst trade
representatives toured the Arsb World and were quick to negotiate
kilateral trade agrssments with local governments., USSR and =atellite
¢ultural and youth fronts extended invitations to Arab intellsctuals
and youths to participete in thelr intemational events.

The Arab attitude toward cold war developments was opporiunistie,
Arsh governments under obligation to the UK saw in the cold war a
chance to improve thelr status. Revision 6f their bilateral treaties
with the UK and favorable solutlon of the Palestine question were among
the conditions stipulated by Arab governments for joinming the West in
a regional defensive arrangement.

Extreme nationalists and fundamentalist Muslims, disillusioned by
thelr govermmonta! past diplomatic and military failures and ever

suspicious of Western designs on thelr respective countries, regarded
wbe
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- the cold war as an opportunity to rid thelr countries of foreign occu-
pation and domination., Consequently they began to press thelr govern-
nente to insist, in thelr negotiations with the UK, on complete withdrawal
of all foreign troops without committing their countries to the West.
They intimated that fallure of the UK to meet their wishes might diive
their countries to Join the opposite bloc,

local Gemmiaté and fellow travelers echoed Moscow's line, The
Arab-UK dispute over stipulations in treaties under negotiation and over
regiongl defense proposals provided the local Communiste an opening
through which they could work to obliterate the stigma of having once
favored the partition of Palestine and to gain acceptance on the national
level, hitherto denled to them by the traditionally conservative Arabs,
Condemning the West's position on the treaties and regional defense
schemes as contrary to the natlonal aspirations of the peopls, they strove
to equate the objectives of Communism with those of Arsb nationalism,
Nationalist elements which refused to accept the Communiet interpretation
wers temmed reactionary and in the service of colonialiem and Anglo-
American imperialism,
G, Dislllusion, Neutralism

Arab hopes for quick realization of thelr aspirations, however, did
not materialize. Farly Iragl, Fgyptian and Jordanian negotiatiens for
revision of thelr UK treaties fell short of their objectives, and com-
bined Arasb efforts with the West to sstitle the Palestine problem in
accordence with thelr plans were umproductive, _

UK-Eygptian negotiators were unable to resolve their differences
over the status of the Anglo-Fgyptlan Sudan and the control of UK-occupied
Suez Canal Zone., UK-Iraql negotiations resulted in a draft treaty which
was not acceptable to extreme nationalists and led to bloody demonstra~
Hons in Iraq, causing the govornment to discard the treaty. UK-Jordanian
negotiations were successfully concluded, but again the trveaty did not
meet with the approval of extreme nationalists, who objested to ‘the
econtinued presence of UK troops and control of the Jordanian army (the
Arab Legion) by British senior officers.

On the Palestine guestion, the Western powers felt reluctant to force
Israsl to ageept the main Arab demandss +to #ithdraw to the frontiers

-?-
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etipulated in the 1947 UN Palestine partition plan, and to readmit to
Israel Arab refugees desiring to retum to thelr homes and lands, or
gompansate those who were not willing to return. Instead, they recom-
mended meddation and amicable settlement of outstanding Arsb-Israeli
differences, The mediation attempts that followed proved to a great
extent frultless, because neither the Israelis nor the Arabs would
compromise on thelr stated positions,

The impasse that followed in Arab-West relations lent some weight
to anti-West arguments of the extremisis and Commmistsagainst close
sssociation with the West, resulting in a rapid growth of a neutralist
gentiment among wncommitted Arab moderates, This growth was paralleled
by a diminetion in the popmlar following of the Arsb ruling groups.

By 1951 neutralism had become aceepled by the majority of artisculate
Arsbs, and 25 a resuli the ruling groups, to remain in power, found
it necessary to adopt toward the West an abtitvde reflecting this
aentiment, Consequently, the pro-Westemn ruling group in Iraq suspended
indefinitely its official treaty negotiations with the UK, while the
Egyptian Wafdist negotiators insisted that the only treaty acceptable
to them was one which provides for complete evacuation of UK troops
from the Suez (anal Zone and the unity of the Nile Valley (Egypt amd
Sudan). Led by Egypt, the Arab states glso declined to join the Western~
sponsored joint defense scheme MEDO (Middle East Dafense Organization),
preferring a wholly Arab pacts
H. Partial Improvement in Arab-West Relations

Western efforts to assure the Arab states of the West's good intene
tofs toward them produced lirmited but promising results. The Western
efforte included the 1950 Franco-US-UK tripartite declaration guaranteeing
the Arsb states-Israsl status-quo, US offers of technical asssistance and
the UK's willingnees to grant most of Egypt's demands on the Suez Canal
and to allow the Sudan to choose ite own destiny. In 195L Iraqg signed
a military ald agreement with the US, ZEgypt oconocluded its protracted
negotiations with the UK by signing a trealy returming the Sues Canal
Zone to Egyptian military control but making it avallable to the UK

in the eveni of armed attack against any member of the Arab League or
Tumy-

w8
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The antborities in Iraq consequently felt that the time was ripe
for the Arab governments to repudiate their nemtrality and formally
slign their countries with the West, However, Egypt, pressed by
domestic difficultles and Muslim Brotherhood agitation against the
new Anglo-Fgyptian treaty, believed that action should bs held in
abeyance, In the meantime it felt that the Arab Collective Security
Pret ghould be strengthened and should serve as the basis for Arsb
defense against external aggression in any ArabeWest agreement., Irag
believed that the Areb Collective Security Pact was not sufficient
and therefore should be broadened to include Turkey, Pakistan, Iran,
the U8 mnd the UK,

Not willing %o walt indefinitely, Iraq subsequently tock the
initiative and opened bilatersl negotiations u;.th Turkey, a member of
RATO. On 12 January 1955 the Iragi and Turkish governments issued a
Joint communique stating that the two governments, to strengthen the
seourity of the Middle East, had agresd to conclude in the noar future
& mutual defensive pact. The commmique expressed the hope that other
Middle Fastern comtries would alse join the pact,

On 2l February 1955, undamnted by subsequent opposition from the
Eygptian and Saudi-Arablan governmente and opposition from Communists,
leftiste and extremist elements, the Iraql govermment concluded its
pact with Turkey., On 26 February the Iraql Parliament ratified the
pact,®

# The agreement states that the parties will cooperate for their
security and defense, consistent with Article 51 of the UN Charter,
measures for which will be dstermined by competent anthorities of
the contracting parties as soon as the pact comes into force. It
further states that the parties will refraln from interference in
each other's intemal affalre and declares that the dispositions
of the pact ™are not in contradiction with any of the international
obligations contracted by either of them with any third state or
states.” The contracting parties also undertake not to enter into
any international dbligation incompatible with the present pact.
Article 5 states that the pact shall be "open for accession to any
member state of the Arsb League or any other state actively con-
gserned with the security--and peace in this region and which ie
fully recognized by both of the high contracting parties..,t

In addition Iraq and Turkey exchanged notes which placed on record
an uwnders that the pact would enable the two comtries "io
apeperate effectively in resisting any aggression dirscted against
either of them, and that in order to insure the maintenance of
psace and security in the Middle East region we have agreed to
work in close cooperation for effecting the carrying out of the

UN resolution concoming Palestine.®
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I. Bmgfication of Inter-ﬁ.ﬁah Rvalries and
yioration o Arab-Weg atlions

The ratification of the Turkish-Iragl pact split the Arsb world
into two hostile groups, revivifying the dynastie rivalry between the
Savdi and Hashipite ruling houwses and the conflict between Egypt and

Irag over leadorshiy in the Arsb world., The Iragl govermment aligned
iteelf openly with the Wast and launched a drive to win o its side as
many wncomaltted Aradb states as poasible,. concentrating mainly on
3yria, Lebanon and Jordan, The Egyptian government, realizing that
i1te claimed leadership of the Arab world was being challenged, began
& counter-effort aimed at containing Iraq and at organizing an Arab
bloc favoring Tgypt's declared independent foreign policy. Susdi
Arsbia, fearing Iraq's growing strength, bacited the Fgyptian effort,

In the contest that followed, Egypt was able to achieve limited
success in Syria, which was plagued by fragmentation in parifament and
behindwthe-scenes rule of an army clique antagonistic to Iraq's chronic
desire for amalgamation with Syria. In early March 1955 the Syrian
and Egyptian governments issued a "joint commmique® containing s bluee
print for futurs action.# Saudi Arabia later subscribed to this come
munique, which became the basis of a projected pact identified as the
E88 (Egyit, Syria and Sandl Arabia) pact.

Jordan and Lebanon, howsver, managed to stay on the fence between
the two cumps. . Jordan based its position on its alliance with the UK
and the bilateral treaty of 15k7 with Irag, which provides mutual
asslstance in case of attack and consultation on intemnal disturbances,

The Lebanese government~-which fears a serious threat to 1ts ir-dependence

% The commmique, which was not a formal and binding agreement, come
prised the following points: .

(1) 4 pledge not to join the Turkish-Iragi Pact, or any other
military or political alliance, without the consent of other members.

{2) The establishment of an Arab defense concert with a psrmanent
Joint command covering training, troop dispositions, military pro-
duction, and communications,

(3) The creation of an economic union, directed by a permanent
Eeonomiec Council., This uwmion would be based on the issuance of a
#ingle currency by a regional Arab Bank, the reducticn or elimination
of intra-Arab customs barriers and the formation of Joint limited
liability companies to financs gavelopment projects with Arab, rather
than foreign, control.
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if Syria either is allled to Iraq or inflamed by Egypte-claimed that
4% hag Arad mnily at heart and assumed the role of honest broker.
Bemote Temen, feuding with the UK over controversial territory
separating Yemen from the UK protectorate of Aden, is considered
sympathetic to the Egyptian position. The Libyan govermment is son-
sidered pro-Western and privately sympathetic to the Turkish-Iragl
pacte. Publicly, however, 1t gave lip service to the Fgyptian viewpoint.
Syria, divided internally on the question of alignments, fearful
of losing its profitable trade with Iraq and doubiful of Saudi Arsbian
ard Egyptian abdility to deliver promised military and economdc assist-
ance, fownd it necessary %o expound in detail on the economle section
of the proposed peet and to extract ilrrevocable commtments from both
the Egyptian and Saudi Avabian govermments before finalizing the
agreement, The Fgyptian and Sauwdi Arablan govermments, unwilling to
sgres to most of Syria's economic and military aid conditlions, and
diseouraged by thelr fallure to win Lebanon and Jordan, somswhat
relaxed their pressure on Syria for quick conclusion of the ESS pact,
The intensification of inter-Arab strmggle regenerated by the
ratification of the Turkish-Iragl pact produced two significant devslop-
ments mnfavorable to Western cbjectives in the Near Rast:

(1) 1In Syria, neutralist, Commmist, anti-West and opportunist
alements, aided by Egyptian and Savdi Arsbian machinations,
fomd a common cause, They combined thelr efforts to defeat
or intimidate pro~West slemenis and to sell thelir own ideas,
without effective opposition, to a frustrated and disillu~
sioned publie. In a fragmented parliament they managed to
wedge themselves into a position to manipulate and dictate
the policies of the govermment and subsequently to penetrate
its various services.

{2} In Bgypt, the initially pro-West military regime, frustrated
in its efforts to arfive at a favorstle settlement with the
West, was driven % adopt a nemtral policy similar to that of
India., Although the rogime continues to be anti~Communist in
disposition, its tactical opposition %o proposed Western .

regicnal defense schemes, as manifested in stataments and

.u.
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declarations by ite key men and in its anti-West propaganda
dirscted to domestic and Arab world consumption, haa served
well the anti-Western and Communist eimmts. And now the
Egyptian government finds 1tself forced to comtinue a gourss
it had taken primarily as a temporary measure of defense
againat domestic epposition and against Iraq's recent
initiative toward Arab world leadership.

II. Commmnist Intentions Toward the Arsb Wordd

Present Soviet and Chinese Commurdst attitudes and policies toward
the ireb League staﬁaa indicate a concerted, long-range Commmist effort
to deny the Arab Rast to the West, politically, economically, and
mlitarily,

Apparently realizing thst it is at a disadventage in the Arab states,
the USSR has since the beginning of the cold war endeavored to detach the
Arab gtates from the West., In this effort it has thus far schieved limited
seccess in Egypt and Syria, where the governments are weak and lack a
broad base of support.

In ite ei’fart the USSE has concentrated on: (1) aggravating exigt-
ing Arab-West differences and at the same time squating Communist
objectives with tﬁose of the Arabs on such questions as the presence of
Western-proposed regional defense shcemesx; and (2) convineing the Arab
states and people that trade with the Soviet blec would be more profitable
for them than trade with the West and that the USSR is willing to extend
to the Arab states badly needed equipment, denied them by the West, in
exchange:; for agricultural products,

On the Palestine question the USSR and its satellites have not
taken a definite étand. On certain ocessions in the UR Security Council,

# Climaxing a long series of attacks by the USSR, local Commmista and
extrme anti-Weat nationalists sgainst Western-sponsored Middle Bast
regional alliances, the USSR Foreign Ministry issusd on 16 April 1955
{one day before the opening of the Amian-African Conference at Bandung)
a statement severely denouncing the Westseffort toward alliasnces. The
statement {given in Attachment 1) coneludeds "If the policy of pres-
sure and threats if /Big/ continued toward the cowntries of the Hear
sd Middle East, this question will have 0 be considered in the United
Nations. ' The Soviet Covernment, supporting the cause of peace, will
dsfend the freedom, independence, and nominterference in internal
affalrs, of States of the Near and Middle East,®
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. howevar, the USSR apparently has deemed it advantagsous to faver the
hkrsbs in Arzsb-Israsll border disputes.

Compranist China, although mntil recently not seriously concerned
with Arab problems, lost no time at the April 1955 Asisn-African Con-
ference at Bandung in alignming itself with the aspirations of the Arab
peoples,* '

Comauniat China allowed itself to be more definiie on Palestine
than did the USSR when Arab grievances againat Israel were alired at
Bandung, Chinese Commumist Premier Chou En-lai, hesding his delegation,
in an obvious move to win the Arab states representatives to support of
the Comrariet position, backed the Arad contention that the confarence
had the right to discuss the controversiasl Palestine lssue. Later Chomw
east his wvote for an amemded Arab draft-resclution eondemming Tsrael
for its adamant position tnw'aré mpoetiled Palestine guestions and 1is
refusal to carry out the UN resolutions on Palestine,

# In his addrses to the confersnce {reproduced in Attachment 2} Chou
En-1ai made the following pronowncement: "I would like to declare
once again that the Chinese people axtend their full sympathy and
support to the struggle of the peoplé of Algsria, Moroceo and Tunisia
for gelf-deotermination and independence, to the struggle of the Arab
people of Palestine for human right, to the struggle of the Indonesian
z;ople for the restoration of Indonesian soverelgniy over West Irian

etherlands New Guinea) and to the just struggle for national inde-
pendance and the peoplest freedom waged by all the peoples of Asia
and Africa to shake off colonialism,¥
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